Your guide to a
Ceremony In Slough
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A newly built boutique hotel situated in 5 acres of mature woodland bordering the
Buckinghamshire and Berkshire countryside.
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® We offer personal, dedicated contact for you, from your initial enquiry through to your
wedding day

® We work closely with you to provide the personal touches you want for your wedding
® We provide the flexibility to make your day truly yours

The Pinewood Hotel:
® Contemporary, modern and fresh with more than a touch of elegance
® Stunning Bridal Suite with Jacuzzi bath
® 48 further luxurious bedrooms
® Extensive patio and lawns

For more information, to arrange a visit or receive a quote,
please contact our wedding co-ordinator on 01753 896 400
The Pinewood Hotel, Wexham Park Road, George Green, Bucks. SL3 6AP
t 01753 896 400 e info@pinewoodhotel.co.uk

3006643
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Stoke Poges Lane, Slough, Berkshire, SL1 3PB
Tel: 01768 656 666

Fax: 01763 655 600
BaVlis i incsomyisunse
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...at the perfect setting.

Set on the banks of the River Thames, the Runnymede provides a magnificent

setting for your special day.
The hotel Is licensed to hold civil ceremonies for up to 140 people and can

cater for up to 300 guests for the wedding breakfast.

Please call 01784 220981 for more

details or to request a wedding

brochure. Run nymede

sxexfNOtelspa
Windsor Road, Egham, Surrey, TW20 0AG
tel 01784 43617 fax Q1784 436340
www.runnymedehotel.com
emall: info@runmymedehotel.com

3006472
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Our Advertisers:

We gratefully acknowledge the support of all the firms whose advertisements appear in these pages.
Without their help we would not be able to produce this guide. As a reciprocal gesture we have
pleasure in drawing the attention of our readers to their announcements, but wish to make it clear
that Slough Borough Council can accept no responsibility for their products or services advertised.
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Vikram’s Occasions Palace is a beautiful, awe inspiring banqueting
palace in the centre of Slough offering exclusive facilities and
outstanding service. If you're celebrating any special occasion, make
Vikram's Occasions Palace your first choice; it truly is a unique venue
where dreams of your special day will come true!

Our glittering palace is lavishly decorated with very item imported
from India, the exotic land of the Maharajas. From the majestic
interior of the ground floor, a magnificent grand staircase leads to the
first floor with shining marble floors. Brass and bronze wall panelling
adorn the walls and beautiful crystal chandeliers hang from the
beautifully painted domed ceilings for that lavish palace look.
Vikram's Occasions Palace has two suites; the ground floor
accommodates 200 guests, whilst the first floor accommodates 500.
Both suites are fully air-conditioned.

We are in the business of making all special occasions and celebrations
unforgettable. Our facilities are perfect for weddings, receptions,
anniversaries, birthday parties, community functions and corporate
events, all at affordable prices. The venue offers a range of package
deals, which includes an in house waitress team, bar staff, catering, in
house DJ and unlimited soft drinks and beer. We also offer an
extensive list of wedding services which are outsourced at competitive
rates to cater to your every need and desire.

At Vikram's Occasions Palace, you and your celebration are the focus
of our attention. However you wish your event to be, our personal
consultants will help you with every detail. Vikram's is truly a jewel in
the crown and a premier destination for all special occasions.

Vikram’s Occasions Palace
15 - 23 Church Street, Slough, Berkshire SL1 1PL

Telephone 01753 570 997 Fax: 01784 433221
Mobile 07900 278 456
E-mail bainsvikram@hotmail.com
www.vikramsoccasionspalace 3006035
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The Centre Conference Yenue

For all your wedding requirements

Q Our flexible hall layouts can accommodate
between 350-670 guests,

Q We have a fully-licensed Bar.

Q There is complimentary onsite parking for you
and your guests.

‘.}’ We are conveniently located near the M4,
M40 and M25 motorways.

'(4" Your dedicated Events Manager will see you
through every step of your wedding, ensuring
everything runs smoothly.

The Centre Conference Venue, Farnham Road,
Slough, SL1 4UT. Tel: 01753 SPIRIT (77 47 48)

Thames Valley Athletics Centre
A great venue for weddings and parties

Q Our venue is ideal for all your wedding
and party needs and can comfortably
accommodate up to 250 guests.

Q We have a fully-licensed Bar.

Q We have onsite complimentary parking
for you and your guests.

‘{" We are within walking distance of Eton
and Yindsor.

Q Your dedicated Events Manager will
ensure your party runs smoathly.

Thames Valley Athletics Centre, Pococks Lane,
Eton, Berkshire, SL4 6HM. Tel: 01753 770037

www.spiritconferencing.co.uk

3006958
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Your guide to a
Ceremony In Slough

We are very pleased that you have chosen Slough
for your ceremony whether that is a civil partnership,
marriage, naming ceremony, renewal of vows or
commitment ceremony.

This brochure will guide you through how to complete
the legal formalities (where they are required), what
documents you will need to provide and how you

can personalise your ceremony.

Whatever kind of ceremony you choose - from

a small intimate gathering to a big party with all the
trimmings - we aim to make your day a memorable

occasion you will remember with joy and happiness.

We look forward to seeing you on your big day.

Barbara Dixon
Superintendent Registrar

N b "
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STOKE PLACE

Historic Elegance ¢ Romantic retreat ¢ Beautiful Parkland

Stoke Place combines the charm of a historic building with beautifully maintained
parkland making it the perfect choice for weddings, conferences and dining.
We look forward to welcoming you.

Stoke Place, Stoke Green, Stoke Poges, Slough, Bucks. SL2 4HT.
Tel: 01753 534 790 Email: stokeres@dhillonhotels.co.uk www.stokeplace.co.uk

3007049

unobtrusive photography
by james waller

freephone OB800 652 0470

www, lightdraw.com
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The Bradford
Room at Slough

We have a large ceremonies room based at

The Centre, Slough. The room will hold 70 guests
and is always decorated with beautiful flowers,
which are changed with the seasons.

Outside the building there is an ornamental
park with permanent shrubs and roses and beds
of annuals that are changed through the year.
This makes an ideal spot for taking photographs,
especially if there is a large number of guests.

There is ample parking for guests and good
wheelchair access with lifts to all floors.

Travelling to Slough is easy - we are conveniently
situated close to the M4, M40 and M25 with
Heathrow only eight miles away and with
excellent public transport links.

The Centre also has facilities for receptions.
Please contact the events team at The Centre
on 01753 787555 or visit the website at
www.sloughcentre.co.uk for further information.
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Civil ceremony - giving notice of marriage
or civil partnership, documents needed

T

You will need to confirm two sets of appointments with us - one to give notice of marriage or
partnership and one for the date of the ceremony itself. Who you contact and in what order will
depend on where you live and where you want to marry or form your partnership.

* If you both live in Slough and you want your ceremony in Slough then please call us to make
an appointment to give ‘notice’. At the same time you can discuss available dates, and if necessary
make a provisional booking for your ceremony.

* If one person lives in Slough, and the other lives outside of the Borough and you want your
ceremony in Slough - you should call us to make the single appointment for the person living in
Slough, and to discuss available dates for your ceremony. It may be necessary to make a provisional
booking to keep your chosen date. You will also need to phone the register office where the other
party lives and make an appointment for them to give their notice.

» If you both live outside Slough but would like to have your ceremony in the Bradford Room or
in one of Slough’s approved premises then you should first call the office to ensure that the date
and time for your ceremony is available and a provisional booking will be taken. You will be given
information on giving your notice in the district(s) where you live. (SEE PROVISIONAL NOTICES).

« If you live in Slough but are having your ceremony in another district you must call the office which
will be conducting your ceremony to confirm the details of the date and time of your ceremony.
When you have arranged these details, you need to phone us for an appointment to give your notices.

10
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Provisional notices

If you live outside Slough but would like your ceremony at the Bradford Room or at one

of our approved premises, you should contact the approved premises first to make preliminary
arrangements for a date and time. You should then contact the Slough office to ensure that the
superintendent registrar and registrar are available for the date and time you would like.

A provisional booking will then be taken. You will be given written details informing you what
you must do next and in what order to turn the provisional booking into a confirmed one.

Notice of marriage or civil partnership

Before you can marry or form your partnership you need to complete and sign the legal
paperwork called giving a notice of marriage or civil partnership. This has to be done in person
by both parties - no one else can do this for you. You must have lived in the district for seven
days immediately before giving the notice, which is then valid for one year.

Once you have given notice, you have to wait a minimum of 15 clear days before you can have
your ceremony. For example, if you both give notice on August 3 then the first day possible for
a ceremony would be August 19.

Documents you may need to provide

When you attend the register office to give notice of marriage or civil partnership you will need
to produce certain documents. You will need to bring evidence of your identity, age, nationality,
marital status and address.

A passport is the preferred document for proof of identity, age and nationality. If you do not have
a passport, you will need to provide a birth certificate together with a current document giving
your name and date of birth. A driving licence or NHS medical card is preferred. However, any
other document with both details on would be acceptable.

A utility bill, driving licence, bank statement or similar will be accepted as proof of address.

If you have been married or in a civil partnership before, you will need to provide evidence of
the end of your previous marriage/partnership. This should be a death certificate for your former
spouse/partner, or a decree absolute stamped by the court for a divorce or end of partnership.

Depending on your circumstances you may need to provide further documents, but the
superintendent will advise you on this. All documents must be originals, photocopies cannot
be accepted.

You will not be able to have your ceremony until all the paperwork has been satisfactorily
completed, and all the necessary documents seen.

Please note that additional paperwork will be required if you are subject to immigration control
and you will have to give notice at a designated office which may not be your local office.
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Marriages in religious buildings,
Church of England, Church in Wales

Religious buildings

Marriages may take place in a church or a religious building, which have been licensed to perform marriages. Not all
religious buildings are licensed so you would need to check first with the minister, priest or person in charge of the
building that it is possible to marry there.

The church or religious building must normally be situated in the district where one or both of you live. You can
only marry in a church or religious building in a different district if one of you usually worships there, or if there
is no building of your religion in either of your districts.

Notice of marriage will need to be given to your local superintendent registrar. Further information can be found
on page 11.

The marriage must be registered either by the registrar from the local register office, or by a person appointed to
the building to register marriages. If you need the presence of a registrar from the register office, you should phone
the local office as soon as possible to ensure that the registrar can attend at your chosen date and time.

Church of England and Church in Wales

The register office is not normally involved with marriages that take place in the Church of England or the Church
in Wales. The vicar will arrange for your banns to be read on three consecutive weeks, or for a common licence to
be issued.

It is not possible to have the formation of a civil partnership in a religious building. However, it may well be possible
for you to form your partnership at the register office or an approved premise and follow this with a blessing in
a church.
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Approved premises

o

You may now marry or complete a civil partnership with a civil ceremony performed in a venue outside the register
office such as a hotel, conference centre or the Town Hall. These are called approved premises, and give you much

greater choice of where you can have your ceremony.

These venues also allow you more time and give you more scope for enhancing your ceremony. You will need to bear in
mind that there is a fee for this. Please call the register office on 01753 787600 to discuss the options available to you.

Slough Town Hall

Why not have the civic splendour of the Town Hall as
your venue? The building and the Council Chambers are
not only lovely settings for marriages or partnerships,
but have featured in many films from Kavanagh QC

to the Carry On films.

There is ample car parking space at the Town Hall,
and the rooms are gracious and spacious especially
when laid out for ceremonies.

Photographs can be taken inside and outside of the
Town Hall, and Salt Hill Park across the road is another
good spot for those big group photographs.

To book the Town Hall please contact Slough Borough
Council on 01753 552288.

—
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Baylis House

This gracious old house with sweeping drive dates
back from the 1680s, has extensive grounds and
is a beautiful venue for a ceremony.

In addition to the main house, there is a large
banqueting and conference suite, which offers the
opportunity to hold your reception on the same site.

If you have guests travelling some distance you can
take advantage of the beautifully appointed Baylis
House bedrooms, all with en suite bathrooms.

Please contact the Conference Manager on

01753 555555 or visit the website at
www.baylishouse.co.uk for further information.

13
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Vikram’s Occasions Palace

A touch of India in Slough! Vikram’s Occasions Palace

is a beautiful banqueting palace in the centre of Slough.

The palace is lavishly decorated with every item
imported from India. Stunning brass and bronze
wall panelling adorn the walls, painted ceilings,
huge chandeliers and a large dance floor - what
more could you want?

Vikram’s Occasions Palace has two suites; the ground
floor accommodates 200 guests whilst the first floor
accommodates 500. Both suites are air-conditioned.

For more information and to book call
Vikram’s on 01753 570997 or visit the website
www.vikramsoccasionspalace.com for more information.

Copthorne Hotel Slough / Windsor

The Copthorne is a beautifully appointed hotel
offering special packages for marriages. It has several
rooms approved and can cater for all sizes of parties.
Please call the marriages team on 01753 516222.

Slough / Windsor Marriott Hotel

This hotel offers four different ceremonies rooms to
fulfil all your needs. From an intimate ceremony for

18 in the boardroom to a ceremony for larger numbers
in the banqueting suite. Convenient for the airport

and able to accommodate large numbers of guests
overnight, this is an ideal venue for ceremonies.

Contact Hotel Banqueting on 01753 544244 for
further information.

Havelis Restaurant

Our latest approved premise has been specially built
to cater for large numbers of people and is decorated
to a high standard. Please call 01753 820300.
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Adding that extra special touch

You may like to consider a number of options, which will make your day even more special.

Would you rather not see each other before the start of the ceremony?

Would one or both of you like to be escorted into the ceremony by a member of the family or perhaps a
close friend?

Maybe you would like to have some bridesmaids or pageboys or attendants.
Would you like to have a video of your ceremony made?
Would you like a professional photographer to take photos during the ceremony?

Are you exchanging a ring or rings? Do you want someone to present the ring(s) or would you like the ring(s)
placed on a cushion for you to pick up?

Would you like a piece of music played which means something special to you both?

Maybe you or your guest can read a poem or piece of prose during the ceremony.

When you have booked your ceremony with us, you will receive a ‘wish list’ which covers the above extras for you
to choose and return to us.

15
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Marriages - Your choice of words

Both the bride and the groom must say two sets of words called the declaration and the contracting words.
Please don’t worry about these. You do not have to say or do anything on your own and the words are given
to you a few at a time to repeat after the superintendent registrar.

The choices for these are shown on page 18.
Civil Partnership - Your choice of words

Congratulations — you have far more freedom of choice as there is no set formula for the ceremony or words. We
have a choice of ceremonies and words and can customise your own ceremony with you. These can be enhanced
with additional readings and music. Our ceremonies team will be very pleased to discuss your options with you
from simply signing the schedule in the presence of your witnesses and registration officer to all the works!

Exchanging rings

Rings are not a legal requirement in a marriage or partnership ceremony, which means the words spoken at the ring
exchange can be personal to the couple. You can find the suggestions for words at the ring exchange on page 18.

Readings

Another way to personalise your ceremony is to have friends or family, or even yourselves, make extra readings.
There is a huge choice of these - we offer you a few examples at the end of the brochure, but if you ask at your

local library or use the internet you can find hundreds of suitable examples. Almost anything is allowed - the one
exception being that you may not have any reading that is religious in nature or is taken from any kind of Holy book.
The superintendent registrar reserves the right to refuse any reading that is not considered suitable.

Music

Many people have a piece of music that reminds them of when they met, or of some significant moment in
their lives. Why not make your wedding special by including some music that will recall those special moments?
The choice is endless but again there can be no music with a religious connection.

Videos

We appreciate that you might like a video of your special day and you are welcome to ask someone to do this for
you. However, please note that there are limitations. Videos must be hand held and use the natural light available -
trailing wires are dangerous. Only one video camera is possible owing to limitations of space in the Bradford Room.

ot B
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Photographs

At the end of the ceremony we allow plenty of time for your family and friends to take photographs. You will be set up
with a dummy register and can re-enact putting on your rings. If you wish to have photographs taken throughout the
ceremony, you will need to hire a professional photographer. However, family and friends can take photographs after
the ceremony is over.

Ceremony appointment time

It is very important that you arrive on time for your ceremony. This is especially important on Saturdays when there
may be several ceremonies. Please make allowances for traffic delays and for the time you might spend greeting all
those people you haven't seen for a long time.

Although we will make every effort to accommodate a late arrival, it may be necessary to postpone your ceremony
if you or your guests are late. You should do everything possible to ensure everyone arrives on time.

On Arrival

The couple will be interviewed by the registrar on the day, to ensure that the information given at notice is still
correct; you may have had a birthday, or changed jobs or addresses. The registrar will also collect any fees owing.
The registrar or superintendent will check all the details of your preferences, such as your choice of words and what
readings there are and who is reading them and so on.

Once these formalities have been completed the ceremony will take place.
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Marriage Words

The bride and groom both have to say two sets of words. The first set is declaring that you are free to marry. You have
a choice of three versions:

Version 1

“I do solemnly declare that | know not of any lawful impediment why | may not be joined in matrimony to

Version 2

“I declare that | know of no legal reason why | may not be joined in marriage to
Version 3

By replying “l am” to the question "Are you free lawfully to marry ?”

The second set of words make you husband and wife, and again you have three choices:

Version 1

I call upon these persons here present to witness that | do take thee to be my lawful wedded wife
(or husband).

Version 2
I take you to be my wedded wife (or husband).

Version 3
/ take thee to be my wedded wife (or husband).

You might like to add some extra words to your vows and we make some suggestions below:
+ | look forward to sharing my life with you, promising to cherish, love and care for you always.
+ And | promise to be a loving and faithful husband/wife to you as long as we both live.

« And | promise to care for you, to remain true to you, and above all to love and respect you always.

Ring Exchanges

As it is a tradition to exchange rings rather than a legal requirement, you are most welcome to write your own words
to express your feelings on your marriage or partnership day.

We try to make it easy for you by offering some of the possible words to say. You might like to choose one of the
following or adapt one for your own use.

« | give you this ring as a token of my love and respect for you and in celebration of our marriage/partnership.

« | give you this ring as a symbol of our marriage/partnership, being a circle with no beginning and no end. | look forward
to our future together as husband and wife/as a couple and promise to love and care for you always.

+ You are my world, my reason for being and my endless love. Please accept this ring and with it all my heart.

We offer you a selection of possible readings - but the choice is enormous. You can find a wide range of suggested
readings on the Internet, and your local library should also be able to help you.

o
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Readings

| belong in your arms

Finally

| have found a place

Into which | fit

Perfectly,

Safely,

And securely with no doubts,
No fears,

No sadness,

No tears.

This place is filled

With happiness and laughter,
Yet it’s spacious enough

To allow me

The freedom to move around,
To live my life

And be myself.

This wonderful place,

Which | never believed
Really existed,

| have found

Finally,

Inside your arms,

Inside your heart,

Inside your love.

o

The Promise of Marriage by John Powell
(Unconditional Love)

By my own free choice | am now committed to your
happiness, security and well being. | will do all in my

power to draw out the full potential in you and to make our
marriage work. | will love you with a tender love. If you have
tried and failed and just need a hand in yours in the darkness
of disappointment, you can count on mine. | am dedicated
to your growth and fulfilment as a person.

| am committed to love you with an unconditional love.

You do not have to be fearful that love will be taken away.
You will not be punished for your openness and honesty.
There is no admission price to my love, no rental fees or
instalment payments to be made. There may be days when
disagreements and disturbing emotions may come between
us. There may be times when psychological or physical miles
may lie between us. But | have given you the word of my
commitment. | have set my life on a course. | will not go back
on my word to you. | will not reject you. | am committed to
your growth and happiness. I'll always love you.

Excerpt from an American Indian marriage ceremony

Now you can feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter for the other.

Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth for the other.

Now there will be no more loneliness.

Now you are two persons, but there is only one life before you.

Go now to your dwelling to enter into the days of your life together,
And may your days be long and good upon the earth.

Love by John Lennon

Love is real, real is love
Love is feeling, feeling love
Love is wanting to be loved
Love is touch, touch is love
Love is reaching, reaching love
Love is asking to be loved
Love is you

You and me

Love is knowing

We can be

Love is free, free is love
Love is living, living love
Love is needing to be loved

19
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Naming Ceremonies

Celebrate the name you have chosen for your child by
arranging a special naming ceremony.

A Naming Ceremony is a special occasion designed to
celebrate the name you have chosen for your child however
old they are! It marks your responsibility as parents, and
acknowledges the importance of grandparents, relatives
and friends in your child’s life.

The Naming Ceremony provides an opportunity to publicly
declare your love and support to your child. It can be
regarded as a rite of passage for the whole family.

If you think you would like to arrange a Naming Ceremony
please contact our experienced team on 01753 787600 —
they love these ceremonies and we think you will too!

Renewal of Vows

Do you have a special anniversary to celebrate?
Were you unable to have some of your

family or friends at your wedding? Would

you like to celebrate an important moment

in your relationship?

Then you might like to have a Renewal of Vows
ceremony. This is an occasion to celebrate and
involve your friends and families in an important
time in your marriage.

We would love to be involved with your
commitment to one another and can be
contacted on 01753 787600.

20



