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BUSINESS / COUNTRYSIDE / TRANSPORT LINKS / CULTURE AND HERITAGE / ENTERTAINMENT

Welcome to the town of Croydon - one of
London’s largest boroughs and home to
some 340,000 people.

Croydon offers a wide variety of
entertainment and lifestyle activities and
a vibrant modern town centre twinned
with green belt countryside. The borough
offers a full range of residential property,
unmatched transport links, easy access
to Gatwick International Airport and top
quality education.

Croydon ensures workers and visitors can
enjoy the borough’s comprehensive menu
of lifestyle choices. It is a borough rich in
both culture and heritage, with a vibrant
calendar of high profile public events.
Croydon’s venues present entertainment
that traverses the spectrum from comedy

meet.. . eat...work...play.z:shop

to live bands, drama to dance and opera
to classical orchestras. It is also the
greenest London borough with stunning
scenic surroundings.

An increasing number of high profile
companies across a wide variety of
commercial sectors have chosen to
relocate to Croydon, impressed by the
borough’s reputation as a leading 21st
century business centre with unique
transport, infrastructure and location.

And Croydon was London’s first Fairtrade
borough with more than 100 shops, cafes
and businesses now serving and selling
Fairtrade products.

The opportunity to meet, eat, work,
play and shop is here in Croydon.



bike...bus...train...tram::car

BUS CONNECTIONS / MAINLINE RAILWAY / CROYDON'S TRAMLINK / CENTRAL LOCATION




BUS

Both West Croydon and East Croydon

are hubs for bus connections that spiral
outwards north towards London, as well as
south, east and west. The main bus station,
however, is at West Croydon. Destinations
include places as diverse as Heathrow,
Crystal Palace, Godstone and Tooting.

TRAMLINK

Croydon’s Tramlink offers three routes
which join the town centre with Wimbledon,
Elmers End, Beckenham and New
Addington. Journey times are quick and
services are regular. Passengers can use
Oyster cards and travelcards plus there is
a Tramlink shop in George Street for those
who need travel advice and/or tickets.

RAIL

Croydon is served by the rail network
with direct services to many major towns
and cities across the UK. Croydon has

17 mainline rail stations, the busiest of
which is East Croydon, where up to 70,000
people a day travel on frequent fast trains
direct to London (Victoria, London Bridge,
Blackfriars and Kings Cross Thameslink],
Gatwick and Luton Airports, and the
South Coast.

CYCLE

Approximately 45 miles of cycle routes have
been implemented in the Borough since
the inception of the London and National
Cycle Networks. Cycling is an efficient,
cheap, quiet, healthy and non-polluting
sustainable form of transport and Croydon
Council has been installing a number of
road-traffic features to assist safe cycling
around the borough including toucan
signals, advanced cycle stop lines and
contra flow cycle lanes.

There are 420 cycle parking stands

for public use at various locations
around the borough including shopping
parades, district centres, civic buildings,
transport interchanges and other areas
of public interest.

‘ DID YOU KNOW... there is a Croydon
Cycling Campaign? Details of the

Croydon Cycle Rides Diary and Croydon

Bike Week can be found online at

www.croydon-lcc.org.uk '

A ‘Cycling in Croydon’ map details current
and proposed facilities within Croydon and
is available from libraries, cycle shops and
One Stop, Taberner House.

ROAD

Croydon is a focal point on the main
routes between central London and

the south coast with access via the A23
London to Brighton road to the M23
and M25 motorways. The A232 provides
east-west links with Kingston, Sutton
and Bromley.

PARKING

Croydon offers 6,500 off-street car parking
spaces in the town centre. Directions are
provided to the main car parks together
with up-to-date information on the
availability of spaces. All of the multi-storey
car parks are operated with automatic
barrier and payment systems while the
open-air car parks are pay and display.

Disabled parking is free to Blue Badge
holders in all on and off-street pay and
display parking places. Poplar Walk
car park offers free car parking for the
exclusive use of disabled drivers and
is conveniently located for Croydon’s
shopping malls.

COACH

There is a location for setting down coach
passengers outside the Whitgift car park
in Wellesley Road.

TRAVEL INFORMATION

Children under 16 travel for free on
London’s buses and trams, however,
children aged 14 and 15 must carry

an Oyster photocard. Children under 11
can travel for free during off-peak hours



on the London’s Tube and DLR when
travelling with an adult who has a valid ‘
ticket. Children aged 11-13 must also have Nearly 10,000 people across London

an Oyster photocard to travel on the tram have already made a pledge to help

from Wimbledon. reduce traffic emissions - improving the
health and quality of life for everyone

For more information on Croydon’s who lives, works, visits or studies in the

transport network, visit Transport for Capital. Log on to the website and see

London’s website at www.tfl.gov.uk. Here, how you can get involved.

you can download route maps, timetables www.goodgoing.co.uk

and buy tickets including Oyster pre-pay. '

Based upon the Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of The Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown
Copyright 43382U. This map is subject to Copyright and is protected by digital fingerprint. Copying or reproduction in part or in
full is prohibited without the prior written consent of Burrows Communications Ltd. All rights reserved Burrows
Communications 2006.



If you are new to Croydon, or even a
resident of many years, the Croydon
Clocktower is a great place to find out
more about the town. Whether you want
to find information about a day out,

get involved in family events, or maybe
just get your bearings - the Clocktower

take the opportunity to find out.more...

can provide you with all the information
you need.

The Clocktower includes Croydon’s central
library, tourist information centre, café and
gallery, plus exhibition space and a small
cinema - it's a great place to get started.
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CENTRAL LIBRARY

The Central Library in Croydon offers
three floors of resources including books,
music, films and computing equipment...

The library also holds a whole host of
events for families and young people
throughout the year. Children can make
films, explore history in workshops and
go on book trails during the summer.

CLO(':KTOWER

CAFE AND GALLERY

The Clocktower’s light and airy cafe is

the perfect place to meet friends, grab

a morning coffee, a delicious lunch or
afternoon tea. Thursday lunchtimes offer
free live jazz from 12.15-2.15pm and there
is also a varied programme of exhibitions
by local artists.

The café is open Monday to Saturday
9.30am-5.30pm and offers a vast selection
of hot and cold snacks, Costa Coffee and
speciality teas as well as a kids" menu.
The café offers an extensive selection

of Fairtrade goods.

DAVID LEAN CINEMA

The David Lean Cinema shows
mainstream releases along with specialist
films. Special ‘babes in arms’ matinees
make taking very small children to the
cinema easier while film buffs can enjoy
special events such as film festivals.

CROYDON MUSEUM

Lottery funding has seen the new look
Croydon Museum open in September 2006
with bigger displays, more events and
activities throughout the borough, and direct
access to the Local Studies Library and
Archives for those undertaking research.

CROYDON ART COLLECTION

The Croydon Art Collection contains over
2000 paintings, prints and drawings.
Depictions of local scenes and landmarks
are stored alongside prints by Henry Moore
and Bridget Riley and paintings by Bengali
poet and writer Rabindranath Tagore.

SOCIAL HISTORY COLLECTION

This collection includes objects used by
Croydon people from Saxon times to the
present day. A 1950s bubble car, a 19th
century clock from the Greyhound Inn
and a Subbutteo set are all included.

RIESCO COLLECTION

OF CHINESE CERAMICS

A stunning collection of Chinese ceramics
dating from 2500 BC to the 19th century.
High points include amazing Tang dynasty
tomb models and beautiful Ming dynasty
bowls. The collection was left to the
London Borough of Croydon by local
businessman Raymond Riesco. The whole
collection is on permanent display in the
Riesco Gallery at Croydon Clocktower.

ORAL HISTORY COLLECTION

Around 500 interviews with people who
have lived, loved and worked in Croydon.
Their voices tell of major events and
personal experiences. Do you want to
know what life in Croydon was like in
the past? Listen to the people who know!

Tourist Information Centre

Opening Times:

Monday - Wednesday 9.00am - 6.00pm
Thursday Closed

Friday 9.00am - 6.00pm
Saturday 9.00am - 5.00pm
Sunday Closed

Tourist Information Centre
Croydon Clocktower,

Katharine Street, Croydon CR? 1ET
Tel: 020 8253 1009

Fax: 020 8253 1008

Email: touristinformation.centre(@

croydon.gov.uk
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Since the ground-breaking Whitgift
Centre was built in the 1960s, Croydon’s
reputation as a great shopping centre has
just kept on growing.

Whether you want to stroll round Centrale
or the modern day Whitgift Centre - or
maybe pick up fresh produce at Surrey
Street Market - there are plenty of places
to browse for bargains, meet friends,

and spend spend spend!

Croydon’s main shopping street, North End,
has all the big names from Woolworths to
M&S - and you never have to walk too far
before you find the next coffee shop to

stop and rest those shopping bags.

With transport links at both ends of the
High Street - West and East Croydon -
visitors can gain easy access to Croydon’s
shopping centre by public transport from
all over South London and the South East.

CENTRALE

Centrale is Croydon’s newest shopping
centre combing three malls on two levels
and includes big names such as House

of Fraser, Debenhams, French Connection
and Next. Dining options include The
Gallery on the Upper Mall and House

of Fraser’s ‘World of Food" incorporating
Yo! Sushi, the World of Food Café and the
Steak and Seafood Bar.

Professional advice is also on hand from
department stores Debenhams and House
of Fraser with a Personal Shopper Service.
Whether you want help updating your
wardrobe, or finding an outfit for a special
occasion, help is at hand! Check the
Centrale website for more details.

Opening times:
Monday - Wednesday 9.30am - 7.00pm

Thursday 9.30am - 9.00pm
Friday 9.30am - 7.00pm
Saturday 9.30am - 7.00pm
Sunday 11.00am - 5.00pm

Tel: 020 8681 5841

www.centrale.co.uk

‘ DID YOU KNOW...The Centrale Shopping
Centre has a micro wind turbine and

solar panels to provide energy? '

THE WHITGIFT CENTRE

Some 120 stores plus 18 cafes and
restaurants make the Whitgift Centre the
largest shopping centre in town. Names
such as Allders, BHS, Top Shop, Boots and
Monsoon all sit under one roof alongside
restaurants, hairdressers and gift shops.
Whitgift vouchers are available as a gift
and can be spent in any of the outlets -
so whether you want to treat yourself to
a meal, a new pair of shoes or hairstyle -
there’s something for everyone.

Opening times:

Mon-Sat 9.00am - 7.00pm
Thursday late night ~ 9.00am - 9.00pm
Sun 11.00am - 5.00pm

Tel: 020 8686 0297
www.whitgiftshopping.co.uk

Croydon Shopmobility is located in

the basement of the Whitgift Car Park.
Wheelchairs are also available from the
Whitgift Security office located on the
first level (Poplar Walk entrance).
Shopmobility: 020 8688 7336 /

Whitgift Security: 020 8686 8967.

SURREY STREET MARKET

Surrey Street Market is a lively local
food market. It is one of the oldest to

be found in London and was first set up
in the 13th Century. The earliest records
of the market go back to 1276 when
Archbishop Kilwardy obtained a Royal
Charter for a weekly market in Croydon.
The market was visited by Prince Charles
back in 1994. Open Monday to Saturday
visitors will find fruit, vegetables, meat,
eggs and various other goods stalls.
Church Street runs down its west side
with tram access in George Street or
further down Church Street. The market
is all within walking distance of the main
shopping centres and is located just
behind Croydon Grants complex.



VISITING MARKETS

New Addington has a Farmers” Market
every third Saturday of the month on
Central Parade from 10.00am - 2.00pm.
Croydon is host to several visiting markets
each year including French, Italian and

a World and Fair Trade Market. There is
also a Croydon Food Festival in August.

For the latest dates go online at
www.croydonbusiness.com

PURLEY WAY AND VALLEY
PARK LEISURE COMPLEX

Linked to Croydon by tram, bus and road
is the Purley Way and Valley Park Leisure
Complex on the A23. The region is easily
identified by the IKEA towers that found
new life as the Croydon store’s landmark
following the demolition of the power
station that housed them in 1991. B&Q
Warehouse, Sainsbury’s, PC World, Laura
Ashley, Wing Yip, DFS, Jessops and many
more names can be found along the Purley
Way. Shops are generally open later on the
Purley Way than in town with closing times
varying between 8.00-10.00pm (check with
individual outlets for details). Valley Park
(next to IKEA) and The Colonnades (near
Croydon Airport Hotel) offer restaurants
and entertainment options-including a Vue
Cinema complex and ten pin bowling alley
at Valley Park and City Limits Nightclub

at The Colonnades.

SUSTAINABLE SHOPPING

If you are buying new items for your home
but your old appliance is still in reasonable
condition, why not donate it to the Croydon
ARC - Appliance Re-use Centre - instead
of sending it to one of the country’s
diminishing landfill sites? There's FREE
collection, so you don’t even have to

do that dreaded car run to the dump

at the weekend!

Call 020 8662 8002
Monday to Friday 9.00am-5.00pm or
visit ARC at 23 Grafton Road, CRO 3RP.

When purchasing new items, consider
the energy efficiency of the item you are
buying - the cheapest price can be the
most expensive in terms of environmental
cost. Look at the energy efficiency rating
(A-G with A being the most efficient) and
go for the highest you can afford.

To find out more ways to save money

on your energy bills and choose efficient
appliances, visit www.est.org.uk/myhome
or call the Energy Efficiency Advice Centre
on 0800 512 012 (9.00-5.00 Mon-Fri).

ElHarc

appliance re-use centre

|






Head South - Croydon’s nightlife is
centred on the High Street-end of
Croydon. Big name clubs and bars such
as Tiger Tiger, Edwards and Yates are
all within walking distance of each other.
Walk further down into South Croydon
and the Brighton Road is lined with bars
and restaurants including Smollensky’s,
Bagattis and The Kyber.

FAIRFIELD HALLS

Fairfield Halls is one of South London’s
premier venues for the arts, entertainment
and conferences. The Ashcroft Theatre
and Conference Hall have played host

to musicals, the International Orchestra
Series, children’s shows, comedians, big
name musical acts and TV shows such as
the BBC’s Question Time. The Green Room
Restaurant provides light meals. There is
also a licensed bar and Sun Lounge coffee
area, and coffee shop.

Fairfield is also a registered charity -
receiving no revenue subsidy from any
public body - and exists to offer first-class
live entertainment and as a venue for local
community events.

Park Lane, Croydon CR9 1DG
Box Office: 020 8688 9291
www.fairfield.co.uk

‘ DID YOU KNOW... Some scenes
from the Da Vinci Code were
filmed in Fairfield Halls" Concert
Hall. Tom Hanks visited in top
secrecy in 2005 and even signed

the visitors’ book before he left! '

THE WAREHOUSE THEATRE

The Warehouse Theatre is one of the
country’s leading theatres dedicated
specifically to new writing. It is the home
of the International Playwriting Festival
and the Dick Barton series of plays. Youth
theatre is also important with an annual
collaboration with Croydon’s BRIT school.
Within the building there is also a bar
and restaurant.

The theatre is renowned internationally
for its commitment to new writing.

Dingwall Road,

(adjacent to East Croydon station),
Croydon CRO 2NF

Tel: 020 8680 4060
www.warehousetheatre.co.uk

CROYDON CLOCKTOWER’S
DAVID LEAN CINEMA

An intimate art house cinema within
the Clocktower buildings.

Katharine Street, Croydon CR9 1ET
Tel: 020 8253 1030
www.croydon.gov.uk/clocktower

VUE CINEMA

The Grants Building,

14 High Street, Croydon CRO 1GT
(10 screens).

Valley Park Leisure Complex,
Purley Way, Croydon CRO 4YA
(Eight screens)

Tel: 08712 240 240

www.myvue.com



_EVENIS....

CROYDON JAZZ FESTIVAL / CROYDON SUMMER FESTIVAL - WORLD PARTY AND MELA




CROYDON SUMMER FESTIVAL ‘ ‘

Croydon Summer Festival has a growing
reputation for quality and innovation.
The Independent recommended it
amongst its 50 best European summer
festivals, alongside Sonar, Glastonbury, styles - Eastern Eye

Edinburgh and WOMAD and the festival ‘ ‘
continues to challenge preconceptions

of what a local festival can deliver.

One of London’s best melas...
an explosive mix of musical

The World Party and Croydon Mela events
make up the festival's big free music
weekender, attracting over 50,000 people
with three stages of live music, street
performance, a global market, funfair
and kids’ area. The stunning site,

friendly crowd, and excellent production
make it a firm favourite with artists and
audiences alike.

The festival presents a range of events
including the World Party - an eclectic

mix of world, jazz and dance music - CROYDON JAZZ FESTIVAL
and the Croydon Mela. The Croydon Jazz Festival grooves its way
back into Croydon for 2007 bringing a
Lloyd Park, series of high-profile jazz events at venues
Coombe Road (A212), Croydon throughout the borough including the
www.croydon.gov.uk/summerfestival Whitgift Centre, Centrale, Fairfield and the

1-8pm both days main shopping street, North End.

Free entry

Tram route 3 from East Croydon rail
station (only ten minutes)

£5 car park all day

| www.croydonjazzfestival.com

For more information on events around
the Croydon borough, go online at

www.croydononline.org or
call the Tourist Information Centre on
020 8253 1009

LOOK OUT FOR RECYCLING POINTS AT
THESE EVENTS!

v re.cyclg







GET AN ACTIVE LIFESTYLE

From Aerobics to Argentinean Tango,

Golf to T'ai Chi - there’s a whole host

of activities to get involved with in the
Croydon Area. The Active Lifestyle
newsletter is available every other month
and lets residents know what’s happening
in their area. You never know, there could
be a belly dancing class just round the
corner from you!

Email: sue.maclaughlin@croydon.gov.uk
to receive the newsletter by email or
call the Active Lifestyles hotline on

020 8726 6148 to find out more.

SPORTS CLUBS

From angling to athletics; rambling to
rounders - there are plenty of sports clubs
and fitness classes in the Croydon area.
To find out about your nearest club visit
Croydon’s community website at

www.croydononline.org or call
Emma Wiggins on 020 8760 5592.
Details on the all borough’s leisure
centres can also be found here.

SPORTS FACILITIES

Croydon Sports Arena

Facilities including an eight lane 400m
running track, with centre field and
training area for throwing events. The
stadium is floodlit, ideal for training at

any time of year. During the winter the 2.,I
inner field becomes a football pitch, home
to Croydon Football Club. In the summer
the stadium is mostly used for athletic
events, hosting several large meetings
such as the Surrey Athletic Championships
and the occasional international event.

The arena is used for special events as
well as serious sports and training.

Crystal Palace National Sports Centre
Multiple facilities for indoor and outdoor,
wet and dry sports. Stadium seating
capacity 16,500 and up to 45,000 for
concerts and similar events. Event
management is a speciality.

CRYSTAL PALACE FC

The club celebrated its centenary
in 2005, having formed at the
venue of the Glass Palace that
stood at the top of Sydenham Hill back

in 1905. The Eagles’ home, Selhurst Park,
was officially opened with just one stand
in August 1924 with a match against
Sheffield Wednesday. More than 80 years
later and the ground offers four stands,
conference facilities (suites, dining rooms
and executive boxes), a club shop and

box office.
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The club, currently in the Coca Cola
Championship, trains in Beckenham and
these grounds are also home to the
Crystal Palace FC Youth Academy. Here,
players of the future of all ages have all
the facilities they require to enjoy and
practise their sport. The Academy aims
to create a safe and challenging learning
environment that allows young players
to develop and maximise their potential.

Crystal Palace Ladies FC was formed in
the 1993/4 season to provide competitive
football for local females of all ages.

The club has since enjoyed many league
and cup successes with two successive
promotions in the past three seasons -
establishing the team as one of the fastest
growing and most successful ladies clubs
in the country. The team is currently in
the Premier League Southern Division.

Crystal Palace FC’s Study Support Centre
is an after school learning facility that
offers programmes in which young people
from local schools can participate in on

a voluntary basis. The centre is part of
the government’s ‘Playing for Success’

initiative where football and other
professional sporting clubs are assisting
with young people’s education.

More information:

Crystal Palace FC - www.cpfc.co.uk
Crystal Palace Football Club

Tel: 020 8768 6000

Tickets: 08712 000071

Switchboard: 020 8768 6001
Academy: 020 8650 9840

Crystal Palace Ladies FC
www.cplfc.co.uk

Palace Radio 1278am
www.palaceradio.net
(broadcast on match days around

the local boroughs)

LONDON COMMUNITY
CRICKET ASSOCIATION (LCCA)
London Community Cricket Association
For over twenty years the LCCA have

used the sport of cricket to help develop
individuals, groups and communities.
Sport can give individuals pride and self
confidence and help them develop respect
for themselves and for others. Sport gives
young people a positive purpose and leads
them towards healthy life choices in a
world of potentially negative influences.

It can bring groups together who may
have been in conflict and help them to
develop a shared understanding and

new friendships. Sport can give whole
communities a reason to look forward



instead of back and work together for after a period of hostility, promote

a positive future. disability awareness and promote
HIV/Aids awareness. The LCCA Cricket

The LCCA thinks cricket is the ideal sport Centre is located in Wallington on the

to tackle these social issues because its | borders of Croydon and Sutton.

rules and ethos help to engender respect www.thelcca.org.uk

and good manners towards the opposition
and the officials. It teaches young players
in particular that dedication will bring its

rewards and those rewards are a lifetime

of friendships and enjoyment.

The LCCA's ‘Opportunities Through
Cricket’ programmes work in the following
three areas:

e Disability - this includes; the Special
Needs Schools Programme, the Youth
Blind Cricket Programme, the England
Blind Cricket Team, the Summer
Holiday Cricket Camps and the new
county disability youth competitions.

29|

e Urban - this includes; the Housing
Estates Programme, the Urban
Coaches Programme, the Inner City
World Cup and Tapeball Cricket.

e Overseas - this new area of work will
use cricket to bring people together

A A=\

there’s so much to choose from in Croydon

AIR SPORTS ¢ ANGLING ¢ ARCHERY ¢ ATHLETICS « BADMINTON e BASEBALL e
BASKETBALL e BOWLS AND PETANQUE ¢ BOXING ¢ CAVING ¢ CRICKET  CROQUET
CURLING e CYCLING e FENCING e FOOTBALL ¢ GOLF « GYMNASTICS AND TRAMPOLINING
HOCKEY e ICE SKATING e KEEP FIT « KORFBALL ¢ LACROSSE e LUGE « MARTIAL ARTS
MOTOR SPORTS ¢ MOUNTAINEERING e« NETBALL ¢ OUTDOOR PURSUITS

PITCH AND PUTT ¢ RAMBLING ¢ RIDING ¢ RIFLE CLUBS « ROUNDERS ¢ RUGBY
SKATEBOARDING ¢ SQUASH ¢ SWIMMING ¢ TABLE TENNIS ¢ TEN PIN BOWLING

TENNIS ¢ VOLLEYBALL ¢ WATERSPORTS e WEIGHT LIFTING ¢ WRESTLING ¢ YOGA
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